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Traditional Composite Decking 
Asphalt Pavement

* Compared to conventional capped composites.
   Tested against a standard cap (MoistureShield Refi ne) in a similar color.

Your Feet Will Thank You

35%Reduces 
Heat

CoolDeck Technology *

by up to

Enjoy more of your summer outdoors.
MoistureShield with CoolDeck is the only composite decking 
designed to beat the heat.
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C O N T E N T S

FEATURES
42 THE MODERN TOUCH
 Designer Dana Waldron collaborates with West Coast 

transplants to create a California-style home in Raleigh, 
looking to the couple’s love of the Dewberry Hotel  
as inspiration.

52 COLOR WONDER
 Designer Cameron Jones updates a couple’s 1920s 

colonial, creating a space that pays homage to the  
architecture and brings excitement to every corner  
of the color-filled home.

62 EUROPEAN INSPIRATION
 Desiring a home inspired by their travels, a Raleigh 

couple calls on designers Liles Dunnigan and Zandy 
Gammons to capture the light and lifestyle they  
experienced in the South of France. 

42

52
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C O N T E N T S

DWELL
22 MARKET

Bring color (and happiness) into your home 
this summer with these original products sure 
to add pizzazz and originality to any space. 

28 STYLE
Designer Nichole Blough creates a fun, 
feminine, and classic design for a client’s 
townhome, making it one-of-a-kind from 
top to bottom.

32 TREND
Bringing a softer edge to your sitting 
room, curvilinear chairs are the moment’s 
statement seating.

34 PALETTE
Striking in both small accent splashes  
and sweeping swaths, the effervescent 
hue of fuchsia offers a bold saturation  
of sophistication.

36 DESIGN BOARD
Designer Lauren McKay has a talent for 
infusing her clients’ personalities into her 
designs, making them truly remarkable.  
Find out where she draws inspiration.

38 FIELD TRIP
With its quaint boutique inns, artisan  
restaurants, and lush vineyards, 
Charlottesville is the perfect place for 
a weekend escape.

RESOURCES 
72 A LEGACY REFRESHED

The go-to destination for fine art, framing, 
and more, Bev’s Fine Art is implementing 
changes to ensure a fresher, bolder, and 
more iconic presence in the years to come.

76 UNIQUELY GIFTED
Looking to revitalize a space, find a statement 
piece, or beautify a tabletop? Look no further 
than Nest Interiors, known for its wide array 
of gifts and impeccable service.

80 THE LEGACY CONTNUES
A. Hoke Ltd. honors Alma Hoke Greene, 
whose legacy is left in the skilled hands of 
her husband, Don Greene, and daughter, 
Elaine Greene Hougham.

CONTRIBUTORS
84 BUILDING A BETTER HOME

Jon Rufty
 Colorful Customization 

88 OUTDOOR OASIS
 David Payne

An Eye for Design

92 SET IN STONE
Sunny Surana
Discover Italian Porcelain

SPOTLIGHT
14 FROM THE EDITOR

94 ARTS & CULTURE SPOTLIGHT
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Lindsay M. Powell
Editor in Chief
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EEvery color has its own unique personality, and here 
at HD&D we celebrate the full spectacular spectrum. 
In our new issue dedicated to all things color, we are 
putting luxurious shades and eye-popping palettes 
on display. From fiery fuchsia to moody moss, we 
highlight dynamic pigments packed with personality. 

When two West Coast transplants settle in 
Raleigh, designer Dana Waldron helps them create a 
Hollywood-style home with a modern palette to suit 
their tastes. The owners of a local lacquer shop enlist 
designer Cameron Jones to style their home with 
vintage finds and playful pops of color. And a dated 
home gets a vibrant update with layers of rich blues 
and greens, courtesy of designers Liles Dunnigan and 
Zandy Gammons.  

Color has the power to affect our moods and 
enhance our experiences. Even in small doses, it can 
have powerful effects. Design your space in a way that 
reflects how you want to feel. If you are in the mood 
to color your world, a brighter tomorrow is only a 
coat of paint away. That’s my kind of color therapy!

ON THE COVER: Designer 
Cameron Jones helps 
a Raleigh couple give 

their home a color-filled 
update (page 52). 
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FORM & FUNCTION

Integrated
Pull Sprays

AVAILABLE AT BIRD DECORATIVE HARDWARE & BATH

2228 HAWKINS ST, CHARLOTTE, NC  |  5702 OLEANDER DR, WILMINGTON, NC

1505 CAPITAL BLVD BAY 14C, RALEIGH, NC  |  90 BRIGADE ST, CHARLESTON, SC

BIRDDECORATIVEHARDWARE.COM
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M A R K E T

COLOR ME
HAPPY

FROM INGENIOUS DESIGNS AND 
COLORFUL PATTERNS TO AMPLIFIED 

SIMPLICITY IN ULTIMATE FORMS, THESE 
PRODUCTS ARE AN EASY WAY TO BRING 
SOME HAPPY (AND ORIGINALITY) INTO 

YOUR HOME THIS SUMMER. 

PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

SUR LA 
PLAGE 
We could say this Joie de 
Vivre collection from Pierre 
Frey has a certain je ne sais 
quoi, but the truth is, we know 
exactly what makes this line so 
beautiful. The dizzying array of 
colors, patterns, and textures 
combine in ways that make 
the heart skip a beat. The 
collection includes wallpapers, 
rugs, and fabrics that can be 
mixed and matched to create 
your own brand of style. With 
patterns ranging from colorful 
to muted, the products inspired 
by Provence in France and the 
Mediterranean are a celebra-
tion of land and sea, artisans 
and architecture. The name 
of the collection recalls 
the works of Picasso and 
Matisse, evoking the gentle 
way of life on the French 
Riviera. pierrefrey.com

DARE TO STARE 
The new Medusa wall sconce designed by Julian 
Chichester is beguiling and beautiful at once. 
Constructed of twisted metal and drenched in red 
gesso paint, the unique wall sconce is made to 
mix and match four lampshades for a colorful and 
one-of-a-kind piece that is perfect for any stylish 
space. A spiral design creates both whimsy and  
sophistication, and the hallmark of Chichester is 
seen immediately—the ability to transform motifs 
into something new and fresh, creating the  
unexpected by adding contemporary finishes  
and detail. julianchichester.com
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PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Artisan Martin Zelonky has a storied career in woodworking, sculpting, and design and is currently 

showcasing his genius with Mill Collective—a curated exhibition and talent platform for modern 
design. Zelonky’s latest design, Blue Bench, Yellow Bench, and Red Bench, features the simplest 
bench form reimagined in a sculptural way. Of the design, Zelonky says they are an exercise in 
removing all embellishment and concentrating strictly on form. “A bench is merely a functional 

platform that requires little more than the summation of its parts. My job is to make those parts 
interesting in a way that hasn't yet been seen.” millcollective.com 



MAXHUGOINTERIORS.COM

FOLLOW US!  
@MaxHugoInter iors 

design@MaxHugoInteriors.com

(919) 806-3638

STUDIO HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 10am - 5pm 

Saturday by appointment
5850 Fayetteville Rd, Suite 104,  

Durham, NC 27713

IS YOUR HOME READY  
FOR SUMMER 

ENTERTAINING?
LET US HELP.  
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BLOWN 
AWAY 
It’s not often that biotechnology 
and design come together, but 
if they do, some truly magical 
things can take place. The Aurelis 
chandelier designed by Christina 
Z Antonio is just such a magical 
thing. Inspired by bioluminescent 
jellyfish, Antonio set out to create 
a hypnotic light with an ethereal 
feel. “While investigating electron 
wave functions in a hydrogen 
atom, I created a body of 
glasswork that brings to life the 
alluring forms found in quantum 
mechanics illustrations,” Antonio 
explains. “I remember drawing this 
pattern out with chalk on the floor 
of the glass hot shop, and finally 
seeing the completed piece, 
assembled and illuminated, was 
euphoric. The experience itself was 
meditative and transcendent."                                 
christinazantonio.com

VOULEZ-VOUS 
Designer Marie Burgos was born and raised in Paris, and 
her latest design, the La Folie armchair, is an ode to the 
grandeur of the Moulin Rouge in the heart of Montmar-

tre artists’ quarter. With luscious velvet fabric and flirty bottom fringe, the chair echoes 
the sensuality of the Moulin Rouge. “We refined the idea so it can be elegantly inte-
grated into today’s homes, in a collection of beautiful velvet fabrics that envelop you 
in comfort and luxury,” Burgos says. marieburgosdesign.com

SPANS THE 
SPECTRUM 
London-based contemporary women’s wear 
designer Kitty Joseph has teamed up with 
notable flooring design house Floor Story to 
create an expanded palette for the Chroma 
rug series. Inspired by the famed colorful pleats 
of the Spectrum skirt, the Chroma rug series now 
includes the stunning Chroma Pink colorway. 
Using thirty-nine individually dyed yarns to create 
the sunray pleat effect, the subtle shifting tones 
produce depth and nuance within the rug, 
which is hand-knotted and hand-carved out of 
fine bamboo viscose. “I’m passionate about the 
life-enhancing, mood-lifting impact that color can 
have," Joseph says. “And the therapeutic power 
of these new designs is only really made possible 
by Floor Story’s vast color bank.” coutureknots.com
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CRUSHING IT 
In the cross-section of glass, art, ’80s retro style, and 

pastels, the Plastic Crush collection for Lucie Kaas comes 
to life. Designed by professional glass processor Orçum 

Erdem, the collection is a series of opal glass accessories 
for the home. The Donut and the Tube are two forms that 

evoke ’80s retro vibes, creating one-of-a-kind art pieces 
for forward-thinking homes. The Donut consists of a fluffy 

dough, topped with glaze and sprinkles, whereas the 
Tube is a more abstract form. Both designs equally entice 
with their delicious color combinations. Made in an atelier 
in the Czech Republic, each piece is brought to life by hot 
glass processing for a truly unique appeal. luciekaas.com

PHOTO 
TRANSLATION 
Combining professional fine-art photography with 
mixed-media artwork to create striking patterns, 
award-winning photographer Robert Malmberg 
debuts his take on designer wallcoverings. Each 
pattern is digitally printed on high-quality, non-woven 
vellum paper. With eleven stunning patterns from 
which to choose, including Rorschach Butterflies— 
a study of Peruvian butterflies arranged on glass—
Malmberg’s designs evoke a sense of realism and 
wonder that brings originality to any space.  
robertmalmberg.com

THE THRILL  
of THE CHAISE 
French craftsmen designed the chaise in the 
sixteenth century as lounge furniture for aristocrats 
so they could rest or lounge without having to 
retire to the bedroom. Still popular today, this 
ultra-glam version from South + English has been 
updated in a luxe form for ultimate function. 
The Franchetti chaise is set on tapered legs and 
features a curved arm with a tight seat and 
tailored back. It can be upholstered in eleven  
different fabrics or covered in custom fabric. 
southandenglish.com
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S T YL E

PRETTY in PRINTS
WRITTEN BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY

PHOTOGRAPHY BY CAT WILBORNE

When Heather Carter bought her new 
townhome at Trinity Brownstones in 
Raleigh, she hoped it would be her last 
home as a single lady—which meant she 
wanted to make it her own, from top to 
bottom. The location was perfect—central 
and close to a great driving range for 
when she wanted to hit a few golf balls.

While scrolling her social media feed, 
Carter came across some work by Nich-
ole Blough Interiors and knew she had 
to contact Blough to work on her new 
home. The pair hit it off and planned out 
a fun, feminine, and classic design for her 
living spaces. “One thing Heather told 
me at the start was that even though she 
is a girly girl, her Georgia farm-girl roots 
make her a tomboy at heart,” Blough 
recalls. “She loves pink (but didn’t want 
to go overboard), photography, and 
family heirlooms—my kind of girl.”

Blough admits that this project is a 
perfect mix of her signature style and 
her client’s vision. “Mixing Heather’s 
loves with my love of bright colors, bold 
patterns, and timeless design really 
created some exciting elements in this 
space,” she says.  

In the kitchen, brass Gabby Carly pendants take 
center stage, and acrylic Gabby King barstools are 
the perfect subtle complement. 
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Blough started with the dining area, knowing that the 
banquette she had planned would be the connector between 
the kitchen and living room. She wanted to find a fabric that 
would bring both color schemes together to create an easy flow 
throughout the home. “It took a bit for us to find the one, but I 
couldn’t be happier with the fabric we settled on,” Blough says, 
referencing the floral-print pillows on the banquette. The end 
result is a home full of heirlooms mixed with pops of color, Slim 
Aarons photographs, and fine art. 

“This project took longer than my average project because 
we took our time and Heather was intentional with every single 
decision,” Blough says. “However, what’s cool is that over the 
 two-and-a-half-year working relationship, Heather went from  
designing a bachelorette pad to getting engaged the weekend 
after we wrapped up the last shot!” In fact, the J. Wilkinson 
monogrammed chair in the living room design is a piece she will 
likely cherish forever, as the monogram includes her maiden name. 
“Heather always let me know which pieces were a must for her, 
and we would find a way to incorporate them into the design, while 
also keeping them fresh,” Blough says. “Hopefully I can help her 
decorate her home with her new husband when the time comes.”

When designing your own home, Blough says it’s important 
to pay attention to what makes you happy. “When I start a 
project, I always ask my client to show me something they love 
about their home. Usually I get a simple, quick response that 
imparts to me a ton about the client’s style,” she says. “Use this 
same method when starting a design of your own. What existing 
pieces, colors, and patterns really make you happy? This will 
start to help you identify a style without getting overwhelmed 
with the bigger picture.” u

S T YL E

A Wesley Hall sofa from Green Front 
Furniture sits pretty in the living room, with 

pillows covered in Scalamandré fabric to 
complement. A chair monogrammed with 

Carter’s initials will be a keepsake, from 
J. Wilkinson Chair Company. Abstract art 

from Eleanor Scott Davis hangs above the 
console from Printers Alley.

A custom green banquette made by AFC Upholstery 
is covered in green Lee Jofa fabric, while chairs 

from Green Front Furniture are covered in the same 
to match. A chandelier from Horchow adds some 

drama, and blue Les Touches Brunschwig & Fils 
wallpaper dots the walls. 



1505 Capital Blvd., Raleigh, NC 27603
P: 919-833-5580

birddecorativehardware.com

Showroom Hours
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Charleston  | Blu�  on | Charlotte | Raleigh | Wilmington

Visit our Raleigh Showroom!
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T R E N D  |  C U RV I L I N E A R  S E AT I N G

Curve 
APPEAL
WITH ROUNDED 
SHAPES AND PLUSH 
FABRICS, CURVILINEAR 
OCCASIONAL CHAIRS 
BRING A SOFTER EDGE 
TO YOUR SITTING ROOM.

WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY
LINDSAY M. POWELL

Perhaps present times have left us 
looking for a world with fewer hard 
edges, because everywhere we look, 
curvy chairs are offering a soft spot on 
which to sit. With undulating lines that 
create dramatic silhouettes and arms 
that wrap around and envelop you, 
curvilinear perches are the moment’s 
statement seating.

Plush and sumptuous fabrics 
offer a luxe feel, while tufting and 
folds impart a retro-modern look. 
The sculptural forms are sure 
to please any design lover while 
providing just the kind of curvy 
comfort we could all use. Here are 
a few of the striking seats that we 
have on our wish lists.

ABOVE: Interior designer Laura GIuliani of House 
of G Designs, based in California, put a spin on this 
living room design with a textured boucle swivel 
chair by Lulu and Georgia.
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1. Fitz Swivel Chair / $999 / cb2.com
2. Clementine Occasional Chair / $594 / burkedecor.com 
3. Velvet Sculptural Chair / $898 / anthropologie.com 
4. Pink Asymétrie Armchair / to the trade / theinvisiblecollection.com 
5. Springsteen Swivel Chair / $3,290 / arteriorshome.com
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Bringing

DREAMS
to

reality
For over 30 years

Turn- Key Projects
Landscape Design

Landscape Construction
General Contracting

onslandscape.com
(919) 384 - 1800

POOLS | POOL HOUSES & CABANAS | STONEWORK | FIREPLACES | WATER FEATURES | LANDSCAPING | OUTDOOR KITCHENS | LIGHTING | IRRIGATION 

LUXURY is OUR SPECIALTY



3 4    H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M

PA L E T T E

1. Lancaster Meridian 3-Piece Ottoman 
in Magenta / Starting at $3,920 /  
lancasterccu.com
2. Testatonda Pink’s Not Dead TT04 
Console / $2,875 / artemest.com
3. Fayette Studio Rugs Ombre Edge 1  
in Pink / Starting at $80 per square foot / 
fayettestudio.com
4. Isabel Marant Luzes Bag / $590 / 
isabelmarant.com 
5. Mid-Century Modern Sectional 
with New Fuchsia Upholstery / 
atomicfurnishings.com  
6. Stephen Wilson Hermes Star Power V, 
2021 / $3,600 / tfa-advisory.com

Unapologetically nonconformist in 
its confidence and certainty, fuchsia 
tows a playful and electrifying balance 
between magenta pink and orchid 
purple—simultaneously marrying a 
tension of both warm and cool in tone. 
Conspicuously avant-garde, this effer-
vescent hue carries a certain decided 
assurance, vivifying a coquettish charm. 
Resolute in both spunk and vigor, it 
bathes posh urbanity with levity and 
ardent optimism. Matched well with the 
zest and vitality of canary yellow, char-
treuse, and poppy red, and grounded 
with high contrast neutrals like inky 
navy blues, it maintains to be striking 
in both small accent splashes and 
sweeping swathes of use.

FASHIONABLY FEARLESS, 
POSITIVELY POISED. 

WRITTEN BY CHRISTINA SPRATT SPENCER
PRODUCED BY ASHLEY HOTHAM COX
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Architect  Miguel Ángel Aragonés’ 
Rombo IV in Mexico City, Mexico.
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It’s no surprise that Lauren McKay has 
mastered the Modern Southern aesthetic. 
Having grown up in small-town Shelby, 
North Carolina, the Raleigh designer loves 
nothing more than to explore the streets of 
Paris. “I often draw inspiration from travel, 
art, textiles, and rugs,” McKay says. “I lean 
toward clean lines and forms, but the South-
erner in me loves to layer pattern and color 
with a dash of brass to warm it up.” But it’s 
her talent for infusing her clients’ personal-
ities into her designs that makes them truly 
singular. “I believe your home should be sen-
timental, and that photos, art, textiles, paint 
colors, and even rugs carry meaning,” she 
explains. “Put your china on display, collect 
restaurant cards and matchbooks, and, of 
course, print and frame your family photos!” 
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.1. Jardin Counter Stool / to the trade / bungalow5.com

2. White Brainstorm / $394 / kaycehughes.com
3. Citrus Garden Wallpaper / to the trade / fschumacher.com 
4. South Sea Fabric / to the trade / fschumacher.com 
5. Larson Tape Trim / to the trade / fschumacher.com 
6. Merrimack Lever / $92 / birddecorativehardware.com
7. Aria Lantern / $1,549 / circalighting.com 
8. Vintage Anatolian Runner / price upon request / nashvilleruggallery.com

D E S I G N  BOA R D

LAUREN 

McKay
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Shop online or schedule a personalized appointment from the 
comfort of your home today at fergusonshowrooms.com.

YOUR LOCAL SHOWROOM: RALEIGH

MAKE  
THE MOST 
OF HOME

Rise Collection
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Charlottesville may be best known for playing home to the University 
of Virginia and former presidents James Monroe and Thomas Jefferson. 
But these days, it’s the town’s boutique inns, artisan restaurants, and lush 
vineyards that make it the perfect spot for a weekend escape. 

Nowhere is Charlottesville’s modern appeal more evident than at the 
new eighty-room Quirk Hotel, an airy and art-centric space with a first-
floor gallery and custom art in each room. Start your day with freshly 
baked pastries at its Quirk Café and end it with sweeping sunset views 
from its rooftop craft cocktail bar. 

And you won’t have to go far for dining in between—two of the 
town’s top restaurants are on the same Main Street block. Make res-
ervations at the chic Oakhart Social and indulge in creative veggie 
dishes like brussels sprouts coated in a Korean chili aioli. The next-
door Public Fish & Oyster defies its inland status and serves up in-
credible seafood, including a raw bar brimming with plump and briny 
Virginia oysters. 

While these spots are only steps away from the hotel, it’s an easy 
town for walking off any decadent dining. An afternoon stroll around 
the campus grounds or a post-dinner walk through the brick-paved 
historic Downtown Mall is a perfect way to round out a relaxing day  
in Charlottesville. 

The Monticello Wine Trail includes more than thirty wineries, all within an 
easy—and scenic—drive from downtown Charlottesville. Stop for lunch at Pippin 
Hill Farm & Vineyards, where the patio offers panoramic mountain views paired 
with seasonally inspired food from the onsite farm. And spend a sunny afternoon 
on the hillside at Veritas Vineyards and Winery, which features a similar elegant 
mountain-farm appeal alongside some of the region’s best Old World wines. 

Perhaps one of the most fun vineyard experiences, though, can be found at 
King Family Vineyards, where crowds gather every summer Sunday afternoon to 
enjoy both the vineyard’s wine and its famed polo matches, all with the pictur-
esque backdrop of the Blue Ridge Mountains.

UNCORKED

CHARMED BY 
Charlottesville

AT THE FOOT OF THE BLUE RIDGE 
MOUNTAINS, THIS QUAINT COLLEGE 
TOWN OFFERS AN IDYLLIC GETAWAY 

FOR WINE LOVERS AND HISTORY BUFFS.

WRITTEN BY SARAH CROSLAND
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A seamless open floorplan was top priority 
for the Pfeffers. Waldron helped delineate 
the kitchen, dining, and living rooms with 
simple but modern design. The large Log-Y 
rectangular dining table with a brass base 
from Organic Modernism coupled with the 
light fixture by France & Son sets the tone 
for the large open space.



TWO WEST COAST 
TRANSPLANTS 
BUILD A WEST 
HOLLYWOOD–

STYLE HOME 
IN A MOST 

UNEXPECTED 
PLACE.

TEXT BY 
BLAKE MILLER

INTERIOR DESIGN BY 
DANA WALDRON 

PHOTOGRAPHY BY 
ANNA ROUTH BARZIN

The 
MODERN    

Touch
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AAFTER LIVING IN LOS ANGELES FOR SEVERAL YEARS, 
Allyson and Mark Pfeffer knew exactly the type of home they 
wanted when they moved here in 2016. “Basically, we wanted 
a West Hollywood home in Raleigh,” laughs Allyson, who is 
the fashion editor for the fashion blog Who What Wear. “We 
wanted something with a midcentury-modern feel but that 
wasn’t too dated at the same time.” But unlike Los Angeles, 
which is known for its eclectic mix of architectural styles, from 
contemporary to Hollywood Regency to midcentury modern, 
Raleigh is much more traditional. “A midcentury-modern style 
home is hard to come by, and when you do find one there’s 
usually a bidding war,” Mark says. “We knew that to get the 
style of home we wanted, we would probably have to build.”

The coupled lived in the area for about a year before 
commencing their search for a lot. The Pfeffers were 

willing to expand their search outside of the city limits, and 
eventually found a lot in the North Hills area of town. “This 
was the last lot on this part of our street,” Mark says. “We 
had to grab it because it was such a great location.” Because 
the couple already knew what style of home they wanted, the 
next step led them to finding the right architect. A prairie-
style home designed by Tony Frazier of Frazier Home Designs 
caught the couple’s eyes, and not long after, they reached 
out to Frazier to design their home. “When we found 
this lot, we said we were looking for something similar in 
architecture to the prairie-style home, but we wanted it to 
be a bit more midcentury modern, California-style, if that 
makes sense,” says Mark, who adds that they wanted a 
large, open-concept floorplan with very tall ceilings and clean, 
modern architectural details. 
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The Pfeffers designed their kitchen prior to enlisting 
Waldron’s help. The couple opted for a complementary 

mix of warm woods, brass hardware, a cherry-wood 
island, and pure white quartz counters. The pendant 
lights are by Rejuvenation. OPPOSITE:  To add small 

pops of color, Waldron incorporated organic touches 
such as the mossy-green Hans Wegner Papa Bear–style 

lounge chair and the ottoman and linen sofa by 
Maxwell. The leather chairs by Lulu and Georgia feel 

simultaneously masculine and warm.
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After Frazier designed the home, the couple admittedly weren’t sure 
where to begin with the interior design process—but they were smitten with 
the interiors of the Dewberry Hotel in Charleston. “We stayed there after we 
got married and we fell in love with its design,” Allyson says. “Everything is 
midcentury modern, but not over-the-top. It’s a great mix of styles. And their 
light fixtures were so beautiful, and they were definitely our inspiration for 
choosing the lighting in our home.” Adds Mark, “The color palette there was 
muted sage and grays with a mix of woods. So we definitely knew we wanted to 
do something similar in our home.”

A scroll through social media led them to designer Dana Waldron’s 
Instagram feed, where the Pfeffers loved what they saw. “I looked up as much 
of Dana’s work as I could find,” Allyson says. “And the more we saw, the more 
we knew we wanted her to design our home.” The couple hit it off after meeting 
for coffee, and soon began the interior design process together. “Fashion 
and apparel have a lot of overlap with interior design, so we appreciated each 
other’s genres and how we could mix the two together,” Waldron says. Working 
with a blank canvas, Waldron looked to the couple’s love of the Dewberry for 

LEFT:  Waldron laid the foundation for the guest bedroom's design with Sherwin-Williams Green Earth 
on the walls. She then layered in complementary earthy tones with furniture like the mossy-green 
chair by Article and the chest of drawers by France & Son. 

RIGHT:  Waldron opted for a more earthy, organic color palette in the guest room. “I wanted the guest 
room to feel very intimate,” says Waldron, who added the upholstered bed from Urban Outfitters and the 
coverlet by C&C Milano.
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LEFT: Allyson wanted her home office to be light and airy and flooded with natural light. 
Waldron kept accessories to a minimum so Allyson wouldn’t be distracted from her daily work 
routine. The desk and light are by France & Son, and the desk chair is by Laura Davidson.

RIGHT: Mark wanted his home office to look and feel like a scene from Mad Men, so Waldron 
incorporated several midcentury-modern pieces such as the credenza from Father & Son 
Antiques and the adjacent chair by France & Son. 



5 0    H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M

inspiration when pulling together a design scheme for their 
new home. “The home is spacious and airy, but also modern 
and minimal and almost a little industrial,” says the designer, 
who wanted to warm the home with organic wood accents and 
brushed brass details throughout. 

The large living area downstairs that consists of the 
kitchen, dining room, and living room is seamlessly tied 
together with large wooden beams that run the length of 
the space. These wood accents coupled with the open wood 
shelving and wood counters in the kitchen instantly warm 

the space. Waldron continued with that theme by adding the 
large wooden Log-Y rectangular dining table with a brass 
base from Organic Modernism to complement the modern 
lines of the black leather dining chairs and contemporary 
lighting by France & Son. The addition of the Hans Wegner 
Papa Bear mossy-green lounge chair and ottoman injected 
a much-needed pop of color to balance the black-and-white 
color palette.

Upstairs, Waldron looked to the Dewberry as inspiration 
and added even more color in spaces such as the guest 
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LEFT: Wanting the master bedroom to feel a touch softer than the rest of the home, Waldron 
balanced the contemporary lines of the upholstered bed by Deva and the modern artwork 
by Tappan with the gold mirror featuring feminine, curved lines and the window treatments, 
which soften the space. 

RIGHT: Inspired by the Dewberry Hotel in Charleston, the Pfeffers wanted marble and brushed 
brass hardware along with accents like the lighting by Mitzi in their master bathroom. 

bedroom, where an earthy green wall color envelops the room 
in a soft warmth. Feminine accents like the gold mirror in the 
master bedroom soften the modern lines of the upholstered 
bed by Deva and modern artwork by Tappan. “I wanted a 
Mad Men look in my office,” says Mark of the design choices 
Waldron made in the room. A retro-style turntable sits atop 
a midcentury-modern credenza from Father & Son Antiques, 
and a complementary modern chair by France & Son provides 
a spot for a guest. Across the way, Allyson’s home office is 
decidedly more clean and modern, with simple wood shelving 

and streamlined seating. As for choosing natural materials, 
Waldron says, “Each piece throughout the home was selected 
as a quality material to add character to the room and 
improve with age.” 

The finished product, the Pfeffers say, is exactly what 
they envisioned. “It was important to have a mix of styles,” 
Allyson says. “We wanted it to age well, and we really think 
she achieved that.” Adds Mark, “We knew it was important to 
find the right people who understood our vision, and I think 
we found the right people for this job.” u
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The custom-painted walls and 
flooring in the colorful entryway 

are by Brian Carter of Studio B. 
The refurbished vintage dresser is 
from the homeowners’ shop and 

provides a perfect perch for found 
objects, and a Chippendale chair 

finds new life in this foyer. 



WHEN THE OWNERS OF LOCAL LACQUER SHOP 
RAIL & STILE SET THEIR DESIGN SIGHTS ON 

THEIR OWN HOME, THEY CALL ON DESIGNER 
CAMERON JONES TO PULL IT ALL TOGETHER.

TEXT BY ANNE MARIE ASHLEY | INTERIOR DESIGN BY CAMERON JONES | PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANNA ROUTH BARZIN

COLOR 
Wonder



5 4    H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M

KKELLY AND CROMWELL SCHUPP FELL IN LOVE WITH 
color, which is necessary when you work with lacquer—a high shine 
and hard protective paint that can be applied to . . . well, almost 
anything. Six years ago, a shift began that pushed the couple to 
realize their dream of opening a vintage furniture and lacquer shop 
in Raleigh, called Rail & Stile.

Of course, giving new life to beautiful old pieces is bound 
to drip into your own home, so as the Schupps looked around 
their neutral 1920s colonial, they knew it was time for a color-
filled update. Having worked with designer Cameron Jones of 
Cameron Jones Interiors on client projects in the shop, the 

couple knew that she would be a perfect partner to bring their 
vision to fruition. 

“The house is located between downtown and Cameron 
village, and it was originally a duplex,” Kelly Schupp explains. 
“We purchased it ten years ago, and some of the stuff we found 
while renovating was stunning—things like all-brick flues 
that don’t actually go to a fireplace. But the size was great, the 
neighborhood was great, and the all-brick exterior was great, so 
we couldn’t pass it up.” Sticking with a calming and understated 
neutral palette, they added a porch and a master bedroom on 
the main floor, among other changes. A decade later, with a 
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new passion looming large in their lives, the couple wanted to 
enmesh their work life with their home life. 

“I feel like most people need a soothing home 
environment,” Schupp says. “I used to think that meant 
neutrals or singular color schemes—and I do love that—but 
I’ve learned a lot. I’ve learned that color can add balance to a 
space. And it can be energizing.” Schupp adds that the style 
and color of furniture are integral to that feeling, but fabrics 
can complete it—and that’s where Cameron Jones is an expert. 
“Kelly deserves so much credit for the furniture; she has such 
an eye for it,” Jones says. “But we needed to showcase her 

pieces. We love a fun twist on the traditional, so we found  
out-of-the-box ways to use colors.”

With a goal to honor the colonial architecture of the 
home, the team worked together to create a space that 
not only paid homage to the Southern traditional, but also 
brought excitement to every corner of the home. “Cameron 
understands the livability of modern times, and how to bring 
modernity to every home,” Schupp says. “Colonials are 
ultimately a big box and can be challenging to flow, but the 
colors and fabrics that Cameron chose created a consistency 
that gave way to a natural flow.”

A set of matching vintage 
cabinets and vintage lamps 
have been given new life at 

Rail & Stile and re-used in the 
homeowners’ living room. 

OPPOSITE:  Most of the pieces 
in the living room are from the 
homeowners’ own collection 

and from their shop in Raleigh, 
like the vintage Turkish rug 
in reds and blues that takes 

center stage. A sectional couch 
from Steven Shell Living is 
surrounded by Rail & Stile 

refurbs, including the coffee 
table and barrel chairs. 
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The cheery window seat features 
fabrics from Studio B and Jim 
Thompson, and the custom pillows 
were created by Cameron Jones 
Interiors. The accessories are the 
homeowners’ own. 
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TOP: The dining room furniture is by Rail & Stile and the sconces above the vintage 
buffet are from Shades of Light. A vintage Turkish rug sits underfoot. Fabrics from Jim 
Thompson, custom pillows from Cameron Jones Interiors, and upholstery from Studio B 
punctuate the decor. 

BOTTOM: This punchy orange cabinet from the homeowners’ shop has been lacquered 
and refurbished for a collected vibe in the dining room. 
. 

Jones adds that today’s remote times have made creating a vision for 
clients a bit challenging. Case in point: the fabric that led the design in this 
project. “I found this fabric that I knew was perfect for our design direction, 
and I sent a photo to Kelly with excitement; her response was lukewarm at 
best,” she explains. Most of their exchanges had been over email, text, or 
zoom. “I was a little deflated and decided to take the fabric with me the next 
time I saw her at home.” 

“She brought the fabric over to me and when I saw it in person, I fell over. 
It was so beautiful,” Schupp recalls. “The photo did it no justice. Fabric is just 
such a tactile thing.”

When asked to describe her home in one word, Schupp struggles. She’d 
like to say colorful, but decides that it is too overused and boring. She might 
choose eclectic, but feels it sometimes comes with a bad connotation. She 
settles on balanced. “We were aiming for traditional with a twist. We used a 
lot of chinoiserie and Asian pieces, faux bamboo, and even coastal elements,” 
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TOP: A vintage Turkish runner leads the way down the hall, while a refurbished 
bamboo cabinet with upholstered doors commands the room. A sectional from 
Steven Shell Living can be seen in the living room.

BOTTOM: With a backdrop of navy grasscloth, the accessories pop on this 
perfectly square bookcase—a challenge and reward project for designer 
Cameron Jones.

OPPOSITE: A vintage and refinished mirror hangs beneath lighting from 
Ballard Designs in the powder room. The walls feature a hand-painted mural by 
Brian Carter of Studio B.

she adds. “Cameron would tell me I needed to ground some 
spaces with real wood or black—two tools she uses frequently. 
For me, though, with all the color I was using, the white walls with 
wainscoting were key.”

“The Roman shades are simple linen, and the white walls, woven 
shades, and warm woods all serve to create that balance. It’s about 
the furniture and fabrics in this home,” Jones says.

For Jones, the Schupps were the ultimate clients because they 
have “killer style,” but having great furniture, and incredible access 
to that furniture, was the icing on the cake. Both ladies echo the 
sentiment that this project was a labor of love. When designer 
and client admire each other, a little bit of magic happens. “It was 
exciting; it was creative. I mean, when people are redesigning their 
home, they want to see themselves reflected in the results,” Schupp 
says. “But you have to have someone you can trust to help you 
through it. I love that it’s colorful while at the same time calming—
which I was nervous about trying to combine—so it was rewarding 
to see that happen.” 

Schupp grew up in a home where aesthetics were an afterthought. 
“I think that’s what drove my hunger for creativity, beauty, design.” 
She worked an uncreative day job, so in her spare time she would 
create custom furniture to express herself. Her husband, Cromwell, 
had a background in custom cabinetry, and the next step seemed 
obvious. The pair opened Rail & Stile, and now they turn vintage 
pieces into updated treasures for clients and designers alike. 

Jones has a similar story. “I honestly didn’t pay much attention to 
design or homes or furniture growing up,” she says. After working at 
Georgetown Medical and then becoming a mom, Jones began fixing 
up her home. “I was always shopping thrift and vintage because it was 
what I could afford, and at night I would pore over design books as a 
hobby,” she admits. “I started taking design classes at night for fun, 
got certified, and started a design blog—again as a hobby. But then 
I started helping friends fix up their homes and it kind of grew from 
there.”

“Cameron is such a great bridge from old to new,” Schupp says. 
“There’s never a moment that she makes you feel intimidated, 
which is so important.”

Just as important is modesty, perhaps. When asked about her 
design aesthetic, Jones humbly states that when she compares 
her work to other designers’ work, she sometimes worries that it 



6 0    H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M



H O M E D E S I G N D E C O R M A G . C O M  6 1

ABOVE: A blue lacquered Somerset Bay bed and matching vintage nightstands 
shine bright in the master bedroom. The simple Roman shades and custom bed 
pillows are made with Fabricut fabric. Vintage lamps from the store find a home 
in the bedroom. 

OPPOSITE: A vintage chaise in the master bedroom is from Rail & Stile, styled 
with custom Fabricut-covered pillows. A watercolor by America Martin hangs 
above the vintage console. 

doesn’t seem as polished or photo-worthy. “But it is soulful, 
and it’s my client’s life, and it’s functional.” 

When asked about their favorite rooms in the home, the 
two women have slightly different answers. Jones is particularly 
attached to the living room, in which there is a bookcase full of 
perfect squares. Though a tad challenging to style, the result is 
stunning and the items are unique. “We covered the back of the 
bookcase in navy grasscloth, which really makes all of our items 
pop. We actually shopped Kelly’s home for all the accessories; she 
has the coolest collection. So everything is meaningful.”

Though she agrees that the living room is stellar, with pops 
of unexpected yellow, blue, and the red from the Turkish rug, 
Schupp must declare the master bedroom as her favorite. “It’s 
so calming and beautiful; everything nods to the blue bed,” 
she says. “I get clients all the time who fret over what kind of 
nightstand to put with their headboard, and I tell them to use 
simple linens and consider doing the bed and nightstands in 
the same color because it’s so calming.” u
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Gammons and Dunnigan transformed 
the former nondescript foyer into a 
sophisticated entryway with the addition 
of the wallpaper by Anna French. They 
then layered more traditional elements like 
the Visual Comfort gold lamp and the gilt 
mirror by Bungalow 5 with modern touches 
like the vintage Turkish rug and the white 
lacquered loop chairs, also by Bungalow 5.



EUROPEAN
INSPIRATION

DESIGNERS LILES DUNNIGAN AND ZANDY 
GAMMONS GIVE A RALEIGH COUPLE’S 

HOME A MODERN MAKEOVER INSPIRED 
BY THEIR TRAVELS ABROAD.

The simple black-and-white palette in the 
den offers a modern and relaxed place for 

the homeowners to prop up their feet. The 
sofa and ottoman are from Kravet, with the 

ottoman covered in a punchy James Hare 
fabric. The credenza is a true black, painted 

in Tricorn Black from Sherwin-Williams.

TEXT BY BLAKE MILLER | INTERIOR DESIGN BY WAREHOUSE INTERIORS | PHOTOGRAPHY BY DUSTIN PECK
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BBACK IN 2005 WHEN RALEIGH’S ANNUAL PARADE OF 
Homes tour took place, the interiors of many of the homes 
had one thing in common: they were generally very dark, with 
dark wood finishes and ornate architectural details. At the 
time, that aesthetic was on-trend and wildly popular.

But as the years passed for the homeowners of one of 
those spec homes featured in the Parade of Homes tour, they 
came to realize that the dark interiors of their 4,200-square-
foot home didn’t align with what they really wanted. What 
they were looking for was lighter, brighter, and much more 
colorful. “We absolutely loved the exterior and the floorplan of 
the home,” the wife says. “The bones were there, but, overall, 

it had this ornate Tuscan look with dark granite and dark 
cabinetry, and we really wanted it to feel so much brighter.” 

Inspired by their time living and traveling abroad in 
Europe, the couple wanted a less traditional and much more 
colorful and lighter aesthetic. “We loved the casual elegance 
of the South of France and the way they live there,” the 
husband explains. “The light that you have in the South of 
France is incredible. When we came back from our time 
there, we knew it was everything we wanted in our home. We 
kept asking ourselves, ‘How do we capture that same light 
and lifestyle we saw there and incorporate it into our home 
and in the way that we live every day.’ ”
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ABOVE: To create a playful, casual side entry to the home, the designers 
added an Anna French wallpaper, which features a tiny dog-print pattern.  
The designers complemented the wallpaper with vertical tongue-and-groove, 
which gives the utility space a tailored look.

OPPOSITE: The homeowners’ collection of blue-and-white pottery informed 
the design of the living room, which boasts a bold color palette of greens 
and blues. The Osborne & Little fabric on the draperies coupled with the 
custom rug from Stanton establish the blue accents, while the pair of 
custom green velvet swivel chairs provide an additional pop of color.

At the time the homeowners were considering a complete 
redo of their interiors, the couple’s daughter was interning with 
Warehouse Interiors Inc. “Our daughter was always talking about 
them and we got to know both Liles and Zandy really well,” 
the husband says. “We’ve worked with designers in the past 
for individual pieces, but never for a whole-house renovation. I 
enjoyed both Liles and Zandy and I really liked their design work. 
It seemed like the perfect fit.”

As soon as principal designers Liles Dunnigan and Zandy 
Gammons saw their clients’ home, they knew it needed an 
update. “Everything just felt really heavy,” says Gammons 
of the weathered bamboo floors, dark ornate wood fireplace, 

dark wood built-in shelving, and other dim features. “They 
truly just wanted their home to be so much lighter and a touch 
more modern throughout. They always felt like the house 
didn’t meet what they wanted style-wise. It felt much more 
like a mountain home when what they wanted was more of a 
European-style home.” 

So the designers set to work, pulling together an interior 
design that would result in a much lighter and brighter overall 
look and feel, and also incorporating some of the couple’s most 
coveted items. “They love to travel, so over the years they’ve 
collected things and become really fond of certain designers,” 
Dunnigan explains. “The husband especially loves to collect art 
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and fabrics. He loves all of [British designer] Nina Campbell’s 
collection, which is very English country in style. They both love 
blue and white and have amassed a collection of blue-and-white 
pottery that really faded into the background of their current 
interior design.” 

In the family room, redesigning the unaesthetic fireplace was 
a priority, as it set the tone for the entire downstairs. “The whole 
house was a lot darker because the fireplace was really heavy and 
very traditional,” Dunnigan says. The designers reworked the 
design, removing all of the heavy wood and replacing it with a 
limestone fireplace designed by François & Co. as well as all-new 
custom millwork to replace the original stone. “It instantly 
changed the whole look of the downstairs,” Gammons says. 
The duo then painted all of the custom built-ins an off-white 
hue and replaced the torn-up and damaged bamboo floors with 
complementary herringbone hardwoods, which brightened the 
downstairs further. 

ABOVE: Custom Murano glass pendants made by Raleigh lighting designer 
Louise Gaskill set the tone for the kitchen, which was updated with a 
banquette swathed in a Thibaut fabric and chairs in the same fabric with a 
Jane Churchill accent fabric on the back. The white lacquered table is from 
Highland House Furniture, and the barstools are by Woodbridge Furniture.  

OPPOSITE: The designers loved the warm wood in the husband’s office, 
so instead of painting, they embraced it and designed around it, layering 
in more masculine prints and colors like the loveseat in a bold blue 
Thibaut fabric. The real draw is the restored American flag chair, which the 
designers helped revive.
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From there, it was all about the details, and the designers looked to the couple’s collection of 
blue-and-white pottery for inspiration. “It was apparent from the moment we walked into their 
home that they have an affinity for blue-and-white pottery,” Dunnigan says. Using that as the 
springboard for the design, a color palette of blues, greens, and neutrals became the foundation for 
the family room, which prominently features the couple’s pottery collection. “The husband loves 
mixing and matching patterns, and he had several swatches of fabrics he loved, so we really used 
those as inspiration and even in the room’s design itself,” Gammons says. 

Elsewhere, the designers took the same approach, utilizing the input their clients gave them 
and pulling together a more modern, updated look. “They really gave us a fresh perspective,” the 
husband says. “Liles and Zandy challenged us to go outside our comfort zone and go further with 
the design than we ever would have on our own. We would have been way more conservative. We 
wouldn’t have been so bold in mixing the textures and patterns. We just love what they’ve done. 
Now this feels like our home.” u

ABOVE: Because of the unusual roofline of the homeowners’ daughter’s room, the designers opted to add an upholstered 
wall using an Osborne & Little fabric. The wall acts as a headboard and was custom designed by Zaga Upholstery in Raleigh. 

OPPOSITE: The homeowners wanted the master bedroom to feel warm, happy, and colorful, so Dunnigan and Gammons 
infused the room with color. The custom metal benches at the end of the bed are swathed in a beautiful coral fabric by 
Brunschwig & Fils. The bed is by Oly Studio. 
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For over thirty years, Bev’s Fine Art has reigned as Raleigh’s 
go-to destination for traditional and contemporary fine art, 
custom framing, and hand-blown glass. The growth of the 
company, continued innovations, and an effort to refresh the 
business in 2021 ensure that this hidden gem's impressive 
legacy will become fresher, bolder, and more iconic in the 
years to come.

Specifically, 2021 marks the start of a new era at Bev’s Fine 
Art. “New things are coming; things that are fresh and exciting,” 
owner Wendy Kesterson explains.

That freshness begins with the ever-expanding collection of 
artwork. Bev's Fine Art's inventory is an excellent starting place 
for reimagining a blank wall and finding your next centerpiece. 
Clients can choose from traditional and elegant pieces to 
abstract and contemporary works—and everything in between—
created by local and world-renowned artists alike. 

Once you have found your centerpiece, the gallery’s in-house 
framing services are unparalleled and extend beyond paintings 
to include the framing of keepsakes, artifacts, and more. Custom 
framing has always been done in-house, but while operations 

FINE ART FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

A Legacy 
REFRESHED

FIND YOUR CENTERPIECE AT BEV’S FINE ART.

WRITTEN BY LEE RHODES
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“WE ARE THE ULTIMATE 
GALLERY EXPERIENCE, 

AND WE WANT TO KEEP 
IMPROVING UPON WHAT 

WE HAVE ESTABLISHED 
THESE PAST THIRTY YEARS.” 

—WENDY KESTERSON 

Visit BEV’S FINE ART at 7400 Six Forks Road, Suite 19, in Raleigh,
call 919-870-5342, or visit BEVSFINEART.COM.

originally began in a simple workshop, they have expanded 
into a 4000-square-foot warehouse in Raleigh. 

Extending beyond its large gallery and warehouse facility 
is the impressive molding selection, design services, and 
home consultations that the gallery provides. With an 
expanding staff, the gallery now has two full-time fine art 
and custom framing consultants available to work with 
you one-on-one to design a custom frame, create curated 
lookbooks for your space, or consult with you in-home.

In collaboration with The Centerpiece, previously 
located in downtown Raleigh, Bev’s Fine Art has expanded 
its services to include fine art workshops, spearheaded by a 
dedicated workshop staff. There are classes for all skill levels, 
from beginner to intermediate to advanced, with local and 
nationally renowned instructors from across the country. The 
workshops focus on a variety of styles, mediums, and subject 
matter. Get inspired by the art in the gallery and take a class 
to explore the creative methods behind it. 

The events at Bev’s Fine Art are expanding this year, 
too. The gallery hosts spotlight shows, offering people 
the opportunity to interact with local artists, as well as 
larger seasonal shows that typically feature national artists 
offering live demos or talks. Recently, Bev’s hosted Bloom, 
an event born of the partnership with a local gardening 
company and featuring beautiful custom floral arrange-
ments and botanical imagery to evoke the essence of spring.

Up next, the gallery will host the Pastel Society of 
America's yearly exhibition in June and will debut their 
summer show, Golden, on Thursday, July 15. Mark your 
calendars to attend one of their events and experience all 
that Bev's Fine Art has to offer.

“We see this as a legacy refreshed,” Kesterson 
concludes. “We are the ultimate gallery experience, and 
we want to keep improving upon what we have established 
these past thirty years.” u





generalshale.com  |  919-828-0541
8820 Westgate Park Drive, Raleigh, NC 27617

It’s time to reTHINk BRICK and STONE.

Adding thin brick or stone to your home is a creative, 

efficient way to introduce the unique and unmistakable 

design elements only masonry products can provide. 

Whether you’re designing for a charming interior feature or 

a practical yet beautiful exterior finish, thin brick and rock will 

leave a truly lasting impression.

Building new?  Visit us and shop our 
contemporary full-bed brick and stone today! 

Thin Brick & Rock Flat and Corner Pieces
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DECORATING FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

Uniquely GIFTED
NEST INTERIORS BRINGS YOUR

INTERIOR DESIGN DREAMS TO LIFE.

WRITTEN BY LEE RHODES
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Are you looking to make your home come alive  
in extraordinary fashion? Or perhaps you’re  
merely looking to refresh a tired room or beautify a  
bare tabletop?

Look no further than Nest Interiors, where you 
can find options to instantly revitalize any space, find 
a statement piece, or adorn a table so that it’s fit for a 
feast. And if you’re feeling overwhelmed in terms of 
what to choose or where to start, the store is organized 
in inspiring vignettes to help clients visualize full, 
cohesive rooms. Not only that, but Nest offers 
full-service interior design services. 

Owner Monika Williams and her team have curated 
an eclectic mix of home furnishings and decor for 
clients, and they work collaboratively with them 
regardless of the scope of the client’s need. “We do any 
size project, whether it’s one piece of furniture or a 
whole house,” Williams explains.  

The Nest location in Wilmington has been assisting 
clients for over ten years, and while the Raleigh 
location is just a few years old, it is no less adept at 
forward-thinking design and at helping clients find 
pieces that add finesse. When clients walk in the 
door, they are greeted by the warm setting and the 
distinctive collections that Williams and her team have 
pulled together. They keep it fresh and stay current on 
the latest trends by attending multiple markets every 
year and by continually discovering new vendors. “If a 
client wants to engage a new vendor, we’ll look into it 
even if we don’t have an account with them,” Williams 
says. “If they’re a fit, we’ll bring them into the store.”

Additionally, if a certain piece from a particular 
vendor sparks a client’s interest, Nest will delve into 
that line and place an order. “The goal every day is to 
keep our store stocked with a good variety of pieces 
and vendors so we have an ideal starting point for 
clients when they come in,” Williams adds. 
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“WE DO ANY SIZE PROJECT, 
WHETHER IT’S ONE PIECE OF 

FURNITURE OR A WHOLE HOUSE.” 

—MONIKA WILLIAMS

Visit NEST INTERIORS in Cameron Village at 446 Daniel Street, 
online at NESTFINEGIFTS.COM, or call 919-977-5345.

While Nest can help clients with end-to-end furnishings and 
decor, more often they’re working with clients who have one 
room they’re looking to revamp. Nest designers are skilled at 
personalizing the experience, and they understand that people 
have items they aren’t willing to part with but would prefer to 
incorporate into the design. The designers excel at maintaining 
continuity within each room. “Our designers are trained and 
have a good eye for what’s really going to work in the room and 
what is not,” Williams says.

Design consultations begin in the client’s home, allowing 
the designer to get a feel for how things will work in their own 
surroundings and to measure and determine the full scope of the 

job. These consultations are free; furthermore, there is never a 
design fee for any time the designer and client meet in the Nest 
store, whether they are reviewing samples, choosing fabrics, or 
anything in between. 

Nest Interiors also has a wide array of gifts and unique 
indulgences, from jewelry and accessories to candles and books, 
for those who want to give cherished gifts that will be artistically 
presented, because the gift wrapping is like no other. In fact, 
people come to Nest for the gift wrapping alone, merely because 
the boutique is known for its impeccable service and willingness 
to help clients with anything.  

“Whatever somebody wants, we truly do it all,” Williams says. u
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DECORATING FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

THE LEGACY  
Continues

A. HOKE LTD. HONORS BELOVED FOUNDER ALMA HOKE 
GREENE’S COMMITMENT TO THE DESIGN INDUSTRY.

WRITTEN BY BRANDY WOODS SNOW
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Like the genesis of many great companies, Alma 
Hoke Greene started her business in her garage with 
a love of color and design, her husband’s knowledge 
and connections in the design community, and a 
dream of bringing her keen eye for sophisticated 
fabrics to local interior designers. Now, more 
than thirty years later, A. Hoke Ltd. is revered as 
an epicenter for interior design inspiration in the 
Southeast, with designer showrooms in Charlotte 
and Raleigh brimming with beautiful furniture, 
fabrics, wallcoverings, and decor, many made right 
here in the Carolinas. Part of the A. Hoke Ltd. legacy 
is to support local jobs and manufacturers.

With Greene’s sudden passing in September 
2020, her accomplished and thriving dream has 
now become her legacy, a loving mission left in the 
capable hands of her husband, Don Greene, and 
daughter, Elaine Greene Hougham.

While Don Greene continues in his role as 
president, overseeing the strategic plan for the 
future of A. Hoke Ltd., Hougham serves as executive 
vice president, working closely with the dedicated 
staff. “Part of my mother’s legacy is the quality and 
talent of our team. Many have been here for years, 
and it feels like family,” Hougham says. “Everyone 
who works here can remember Mom saying, ‘The 
only thing we have to sell is service.’ Customer 
service meant everything to her, so we strive to live 
up to that standard every day. That’s the legacy I 
want to continue.”

The depth of the industry’s respect and 
appreciation for Greene’s business acumen was 
never more apparent than during A. Hoke Ltd.’s 
thirtieth-anniversary party in 2020, when a 
host of who’s who from many of America’s top 
furniture and home-goods companies—including 
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top executives from Century Furniture, Hickory Chair, Kravet, 
Pindler, Highland House, EJ Victor, and Lee Industries—came 
from as far away as California to honor and recognize Greene 
not only as a business associate but also as a dear friend. 

“Alma was an icon in the design business, respected for her 
talent, her business sense, and her generous spirit. She was 
fiercely loyal and a friend for life,” her husband says. “Alma could 
light up a room when she walked in. She had the ability to talk to 
anyone, whether it was the COO or the guy on the loading dock. 
She was kind and respectful to everyone!”

Greene’s mantra was “We live in color,” and she proved 
that every day in her business. She became one of those 
rare individuals known simply by her first name—the mere 
mention of “Alma” had everyone in the design industry looking 
for her contagious kindness and keen eye. A true icon, she 
remained humble and down-to-earth, always focused on her 
clients and fine-tuning the family business—a business in 
which she touted Hougham as her right arm. A business and 
legacy that are now in Hougham’s hands.

When Hougham returned to work soon after her mother’s 
passing, many people wondered why. “I told them that when I’m 
here, I feel like I’m surrounded by family. I know that’s what my 
mother would want me to do, and I want to make her proud.” u

“I WANT TO MAKE 
HER PROUD.” 

—ELAINE GREENE HOUGHAM 
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For more information, contact A. HOKE LTD. 
at 919-832-5555 or visit AHOKELIMITED.COM.



Dream, Design, Build 
with the Wake Remodeling Team

Our Showroom is located in 
Historic Downtown Apex • M-F 10a-4p 

BY APPOINTMENT 

(919) 272-0048

121 N. Salem Street

Apex, NC 27502

WakeRemodeling.com

Call for your no obligation 
virtual or in-person consultation today.
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CONTRIBUTOR | BUILDING A BETTER HOME

COLORFUL 
CUSTOMIZATION
BY JON RUFTY

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

ADD VIBRANT PERSONALITY TO YOUR HOME 
BY CUSTOMIZING EVERY NOOK.

If there’s one thing we have learned over the last year and 
a half, it’s that home truly is the epicenter of our existence. 
We regard home as the place where every family member—
furbabies included—can have a little piece of space to call 
their very own, and where rooms are designed to reflect 
individual needs and personalities. Individual customiza-
tion is how we can live colorfully in our homes. 

Many of our clients have chosen to customize rooms 
or even just small nooks for different family members, 
carving out personal space for everyone. They are making 
a better plan for living every day in their homes. Some of 

our families have brought color to their home lives in very 
creative ways by adding:

• a tucked-away cubby under the stairs for a pet retreat;
• a virtual golf simulator as a game room for playtime;
• a music room specifically customized to hold a 

guitar collection;
• a garage transformed into a pickleball court ready for a 

fun workout;
• a wine room with a customized window for dropping in 

used wine corks;
• a luxury stable custom-fit for a team of horses; 
• a car wash bay for a car enthusiast; and
• a children’s loft connecting bedrooms with a secret door 

between their closets.
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Contact RUFTY HOMES at 919-460-8550 
or email JON@RUFTY.COM.

“THE BEAUTY 
OF WORKING 

WITH A LUXURY 
BUILDER IS THAT A 
HOMEOWNER’S 
CUSTOMIZATION 

OPTIONS ARE 
ENDLESS.” 

As a luxury home builder, we thrive on designing custom 
rooms and spaces for each one of our families, building a personal 
creation that showcases their colorful personalities. The beauty 
of working with a luxury builder is that a homeowner’s customi-
zation options are endless. Luxury white-glove treatment allows 
homeowners to spend more time and develop a deeper relationship 
with the builder who can bring their personalized creations to life. 
Building a new home in this customized fashion enables families to 
stay active, entertain, dine in a special atmosphere, enjoy outdoor 
activities, and take care of four-legged family members—all the 
things we need to do and enjoy doing each day, but in a better way.

As I always say, “If you can dream it, we can build it.” Forgetting 
the trends and designing what you love and what works best for you 
is the optimal way to put a colorful stamp on your home. There are 
no obligations or rules to follow in custom construction. u
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CONTRIBUTOR | OUTDOOR OASIS

AN EYE 
FOR DESIGN 
BY DAVID PAYNE

FEATURED ADVERTISER EDITORIAL

THE MAGIC OF PLANT PLACEMENT CAN 
ENHANCE (OR BLOCK) VIEWS IN THE YARD.

As any good magician knows, if you control the eye, you 
control the view. What an applicable strategy for landscap-
ing! There are ways to direct views in a landscape, and a pro-
fessional landscaper can help you achieve it successfully the 
first time without a lot of experimentation. 

First, using different plant heights keeps the eye moving, 
adds drama, and organizes the landscape bed. For example, 
I often see a group of pine or hardwood trees in a front yard 
standing solo in a landscaped island. Adding medium-height 
trees under the pine canopy, such as redbuds or dogwoods, 
adds interest. By stair-stepping down to a third group of 
shorter azalea bushes underneath the mid-height layer, 
the landscape suddenly seems harmonious and complete. 
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DAVID PAYNE is the owner of HOME & GARDEN LANDSCAPES and can be  
reached at 919-801-0211, or visit HOMEANDGARDENLANDSCAPES.COM.

“LIKE A MAGICIAN, A LANDSCAPE 
PROFESSIONAL KNOWS HOW TO LEAD THE 

EYE THROUGHOUT THE LANDSCAPE, SETTLING 
ON THE GOOD FEATURES AND GLOSSING 

OVER THE NOT-SO-DESIRABLE ONES.” 

Installing the tallest trees or plants at 
the back of the bed, medium height 
plantings in the middle, and then 
short, compact plantings up front, 
provides you with the perfect progres-
sion for harmony.

When designing with height in 
mind, trees provide natural height 
at two different levels, while garden 
sculptures such as obelisks, bird-
houses, and trellises provide al-
ternative methods of achieving 
background height.

Using plants as pathway directors 
is another method of leading the eye 
to a particular view. The appropriate 
plantings create flow within the land-
scape, carrying the view to an area 
you wish to highlight. Narrowing the 
view down a pathway bordered by 
rows of boxwoods on each side directs 
the eye to a focal point such as a pair 
of colorful Adirondack chairs, a water 
feature, or a classical urn planted with 
colorful annuals. Narrowing the view 
also draws the eye to a focal point 
that is just beyond the homeowner’s 
own landscape, if desirable.

Alternatively, there are often views 
that should be blocked from sight. 
Unsightly HVAC units, for instance, 
can disappear behind appropriate 
quick-growing shrubberies such as 
laurel or holly. Tall grasses or large 
movable potted plants are other ways to 
hide functional parts of the landscape.

Obscuring other utilitarian 
features, such as an entry gate to the 
backyard, by strategically placing 
shrubbery in front of them provides 
a subconscious barrier to entry from 
the street and keeps the look clean 
and organized.

Like a magician, a landscape pro-
fessional knows how to lead the eye 
throughout the landscape, settling on 
the good features and glossing over the 
not-so-desirable ones. u
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CONTRIBUTOR | SET IN STONE

DISCOVER 
ITALIAN PORCELAIN  
BY SUNNY SURANA

FRESH, MODERN, AND DURABLE, PORCELAIN 
IS NEW TO THE AMERICAN MARKET AND SOLD 
EXCLUSIVELY AT CRS MARBLE & GRANITE.

Natura-Vein Tech is a revolutionary innovation developed 
exclusively for CRS, and, like natural marble, it is perfect for 
any edge. Porcelain stoneware, crafted in Italy, has been a 
staple in European homes for many years and is prized for 
its large, engineered slabs that are the double-take twin of 
marble. CRS is introducing this sophisticated and long-lasting 
product to the local area in six colors. Through an exclusive 
contract with an Italian company, homeowners have access 
to porcelain slabs that recreate the appearance and natural 
veining of marble with none of the porous side effects.

Homeowners are loving Italian porcelain stoneware because 
it is:

• Stain resistant. As a non-porous engineered stone, spilled 
liquids do not absorb into it. The material is denser than 
quartz and some natural stones.

• Heat resistant. Since they are manufactured at extremely 
high temperatures, porcelain slabs are impervious to hot 
pots placed on their surface.

• UV resistant. Porcelain stoneware won’t fade with UV 
light, so it is also appropriate for outdoor kitchens.

• Scratch resistant. Only ceramic knives directly on the 
surface of a porcelain slab can scratch it. Otherwise, it 
cannot be scratched and stands head-to-head with natural 
stone in this category.

• Chemical resistant. Porcelain will not etch or become dull 
when it comes in contact with acidic foods like lemon juice 
and vinegar.

• Available in large slabs. Continuous slabs in larger sizes 
make porcelain stoneware perfect for applications like 
backsplashes, walls, floors, extra-large kitchen islands, and 
even furniture such as dining tables.

• Environmentally friendly. Since it is made of 100 percent 
natural materials, porcelain is recyclable if you ever decide 
to change your countertops.
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Come into the showroom to see the luxe look of marble 
without the hassle of excessive upkeep. We stock six colors 
in the Italian porcelain line: Calacatta Oro, Classic Statuario, 
Calacatta Magnifico, Ocean Blue, Calacatta Lincoln, and 
Crystal Ice. We are excited to be able to offer this exclusive 
product in North Carolina because of its exceptionally high 
quality, which means it will last for years and years in your 
home. Quality is our number one concern. As I always say, 
“The bitterness of poor quality is remembered long after the 
sweetness of low price has been forgotten.” u

Contact Sunny Surana at CRS MARBLE & GRANITE’S 
Raleigh showroom at 7521 Exhibit Court or visit CRSGRANITE.COM.

CELEBRATING FIFTEEN YEARS. FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED.

“NATURA-VEIN TECH IS A 
REVOLUTIONARY INNOVATION 
DEVELOPED EXCLUSIVELY FOR 

CRS, AND, LIKE NATURAL MARBLE, 
IT IS PERFECT FOR ANY EDGE.”
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DREAMSCAPES: 
A RETROSPECTIVE 

CRAVEN ALLEN GALLERY
Through July 3

cravenallengallery.com

Artist Michael Tice uses his luscious 
color palette and love for line and 

pattern to conjure hidden nar-
ratives of the American Dream, 
exploring themes of innocence 

and its loss. The works on display 
have been created over four 

decades and show his mastery of a 
variety of media, including acrylic, 
pastel, charcoal, watercolor, and 
gouache. The gallery is open with 
social distancing. Dreamscapes is 
also available for viewing online.

ARE WE THERE YET? 
NORTH CAROLINA MUSEUM OF HISTORY
Through April 24, 2022
ncmuseumofhistory.org

Take a walk back in time to the height of 
tourism in midcentury North Carolina. The 
popular campaign called Variety Vacation-
land brought a boom of visitors to the state, 
but, true to the Jim Crow era, most sites that 
were promoted were marketed—and acces-
sible—to White tourists only; people of color 

were neglected and even exploited 
at times—an attitude this exhibition 
attempts to point out where possible. 
Are We There Yet? North Carolina’s 
Variety Vacationland, 1930s–1970s, 
will include vintage photographs, 
artifact souvenirs, and clips from 
Variety Vacationland movies.

KENNEDI CARTER: 
FLEXING/NEW REALM 
CAM RALEIGH
Through August 8
camraleigh.org

In her first solo museum exhibition, 
artist Kennedi Carter explores ideas of 
Blackness related to wealth, power, 
respect, and belonging. Carter dressed 
friends and acquaintances in historically 
inspired costumes that represent wealth 
and power. History is referenced, 
rejected, and reimagined. The images 
were shot in a studio created for this ex-
hibition as well as on location in Carter’s 
hometown of Durham.
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FURNISHING HOMES
CHANGING LIVES

with your donated furniture
The Green Chair Project is a nonprofit agency serving Wake County families 

recovering from homelessness, crisis and disaster. We accept donated
furniture and household goods from the community to provide those in need 

with a full home of furnishings. To learn more or donate your furnishings
visit www.thegreenchair.org.

FREE FURNITURE PICKUP
SCHEDULE TODAY

DROP OFF DONATIONS
1853 CAPITAL BLVD, RALEIGH

couches
chairs

table & chairs
coffee tables
side tables
dressers

bed linens
bath linens

kitchen items
lamps

home goods

or



BLOWN GLASS ARTISTRY
GATHER YOUR IMAGINATION

HOME, OFFICE & 
BUILDING DÉCOR, 
ACCENT PIECES, 
LIGHTING AND 
INSTALLATIONS

JACOB “JAKE” PFEIFER 
980.209.9284
HOTGLASSALLEY.COM

438 ATANDO AVENUE
CHARLOTTE, NC 28206 CALL OR HAVE YOUR INTERIOR DESIGNER CALL FOR A BROCHURE

www.lauraparkdesigns.com
Instagram: @lauraparkdesign



FULL-SERVICE INTERIOR DESIGN

SERVING THE TRIANGLE AND BEYOND

CARY NC |  919 .454 .1979

I N T E R I O R M O T V E S N C . C O M

THE BEST PART OF OUR JOB AS DESIGNERS 
IS CREATING A BEAUTIFUL, 

TIMELESS SPACE THAT CAPTURES 
THE PERSONALITY OF OUR CLIENTS!



CLASSIC OFFERINGS FOR SOPHISTICATED 
HOME FURNISHING TASTES

North Raleigh: 5640 Capital Boulevard  •  919-954-0025  •  Monday through Saturday 10 - 5 • Closed Sunday
Visit our website at www.waysidefurniturehouse.com

SINCE 1939 • INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE

ONE OF OUR GREAT QUALITY UPHOLSTERY LINES SHERRILL FURNITURE MADE IN NORTH CAROLINA



MONTEREY COLLECTION
Schedule a complimentary virtual design consultation at SummerClassicsHome.com/Triangle 

6125 Six Forks Road | Raleigh | 919-847-5070

LIFE’S BEST MOMENTS. FURNISHED.™
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